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May 08 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians of incoming English IV Honors Students: 
 
My colleagues and I agree with research that shows students who read over the summer maintain or improve their literacy 
skills; those who don’t read see their skills diminish. This letter will introduce you to your child’s summer-reading 
responsibilities, setting up what we expect will be a successful start to the next school year. 

All English IV Honors students will read both Life of Pi by Yann Martel and The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry. For your convenience, Peak to Peak and Barnes and Noble will be holding a May book fair where families may 
purchase all the books needed for the upcoming school year.  Watch for upcoming details from our librarians.  

Life of Pi combines magic and realism to retell the adventure of a boy stranded at sea. The oddly named Piscine Patel is 
the son of zookeeper and, when his family’s trans-Atlantic travel goes wrong, animals (especially a tiger) play a key role 
in the struggles that ensue. 

The Little Prince leans more towards fantasy, while conveying timeless themes about growing up, being creative, and 
finding one’s identity. The author explores these heavy topics through an unpredictable illustrated narrative. 

For each reading, students will complete a two-sided activity sheet – one for each book. Sheets can easily be downloaded 
from www.peaktopeak.org, our school’s webpage. Each worksheet is a place to hold key ingredients and memories from 
one book. (I don’t expect students to memorize what they read, but I do expect them to save their thinking on paper.) 
When students return to school in August, students should bring the completed sheets with them. They will use that 
information to write me a letter about their summer-reading. 

Please complete the confirmation slip below and return it to this year’s classroom teacher. This will indicate that you and 
your child understand the summer-reading expectations. If you have further questions, please contact me using the 
information below. 
 
Have a great summer and thanks for reading! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brian Rozinsky 
English teacher 
 
brian.rozinsky@bvsd.org 
303.453.4774 
 
 
 
 

Return to 2007-08 classroom teacher…
 
_______________________________________________ and I read the  
  (Print student name.) 
English IV Honors summer-reading letter, and we understand the 
expectations: 

o Read both Life of Pie (Martel) and The Little Prince (Saint-Exupéry). 
o Download and complete two activity sheets. 
o Bring the activity sheets on the first full day of school in August. 

 
 
Parent/guardian signature   Student signature       Date 
 



English 4 HONORS: Summer Reading Sheet Name___________________________________ 
Read BOTH books and complete TWO summer-reading sheets. 
 

MUST-KNOWS when you read a (long or short) story – Please complete sections  - . 
 

 The first two pieces of information come right from the cover. 

Who is the author and what is the title?  Circle one. Life of Pi by Yann Martel 

       The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Éxupery 
 

 The next three pieces of information come from the title page or the one right after. 

Where was the story published? (Hint: It’s a city.) _________________________________________________________ 

What company published the story? ____________________________________________________________________ 

When was the story published? (Look for the year after the ©, which means copyright date.) _______________________ 
 

 Before you start reading, you need a plan to give you an idea how long this story will take to finish. 

How many pages is the story? ________ How many minutes does it take to read one full page? (Time yourself.) _______ 

How many minutes will it take to read the whole story? (Multiply the numbers in the two spaces above.) __________ 

How many hours does this equal? (Divide the number of minutes by 60.) __________ 
 
What are the best times of day for you to do your reading? Write at least two ideas in the space below. 
 
 
 
 
 
What are good places for you to do your reading? Write at least two ideas in the space below. 
 
 
 
 
 
Use all of this information to create your plan for finishing the story. When you finish the book, write down how well 
your plan worked in the space below. (If it didn’t work, explain what got in the way.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Everything you read either introduces you to new words or uses words you know in new ways. Write down as many 
vocabulary words you learned from this story as you can fit in the rectangle below. 
 
 
 
 

Section  + FUN ACTIVITIES on reverse  



 Keep track of the basic story ingredients as you read or when you are finished with the story. Write them in the 
following chart. 
 
CHARACTERS 
Who are the important people 
in the story? (Give names and 
a quick description.) 
 
 
 
 
 
SETTING 
When does the story happen? 
(Give specific years if you can, 
or at least time periods.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SETTING 
Where does the story happen? 
(List the key places.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PLOT 
What happens in the story? 
(List the main events.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FUN ACTIVITIES when you read a (long or short) story 

Please pick only one of the choices below, and complete the task on separate paper when you are done reading. 
 
1. Create a new cover that would excite someone else to read the story. 
2. Select a favorite passage to read aloud from the story. Bring the passage or a copy of it on the first day of school. Also, 
write a few sentences about why you chose that passage. 
3. Make a list of who would star in a movie version of the story. 
4. Design a word puzzle using information from the story. You might make a crossword, a word search, a jumble, or some 
other kind of puzzle. The Puzzlemaker Online website can be a useful resource – http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/ 
5. Talk for at least 10 minutes to someone else who read the story, then write down the thoughts that you discussed. 


