Elementary Visual Arts Instruction at Peak to Peak

At Peak to Peak, we recognize the arts are an essential ingredient in a child’s growth and development.
Beyond building sensory and motor skills, art making is a powerful venue for expression and communication.
The tools students learn in elementary art help them think critically and creatively across disciplines and in all
aspects of their lives. Creative minds are what move us forward, and at Peak to Peak we strive to foster
creative excellence in our students and cultivate a lifelong appreciation for the arts.
In elementary art, students explore media, techniques and concepts that prepare them for a lifetime of
creating. The tools they learn are fundamentals of art making, and will give them the skill set they need to
pursue visual art beyond elementary school.
Students are treated like true artists in a studio and learn how to properly use and maintain artist materials
and tools. Peak to Peak artists show incredible responsibility and demonstrate their knowledge and studio
skills daily in the art room. As artists, they experiment with line, shape, color, texture and form in a variety of
media. Students use problem solving and higher level thinking skills to communicate meaning in their art, and
participate in discussion about their work and the work of others.
Each student creates amazing artwork with their own two hands, and that pride and confidence in their art
making is an important step in their growth as a child. At Peak to Peak Elementary, every student is an artist.
Peak to Peak Art by Grade
Please click the links below to see Peak to Peak elementary art by grade:
Kindergarten
First Grade
Second Grade
Third Grade
Fourth Grade
Fifth Grade
Visual Arts Curriculum Links
Please click the links below to see grade level standards:
Common Core State Standards
Kindergarten
First Grade
Second Grade
Third Grade
Fourth Grade
Fifth Grade

Kindergarten Art
Peak to Peak Charter School
Katy Mathes

Katy No-Pockets
Students and teacher will read the book, "Katy No-Pocket," recognize and
name shapes, and learn how to use scissors and glue correctly to create
their own apron with pockets of many shapes

Mouse Paint
Students and teacher will read the book, “Mouse Paint,” name the primary
colors and experiment with color mixing while practicing fundamental
studio skills

Three Little Birds
Students will identify and apply the five types of line to create a drawing of
three little birds, experiment with warm and cool colors, and apply
watercolor painting techniques

Indian Paintbrush
Students and teacher will read the story, “The Legend of the Indian
Paintbrush,”connect it to what they know about Native American culture,
and experiment with new media of tempera and oil pastel

Line By Line Turkey
Students will identify and apply the five types of line to create a drawing of
a turkey, experiment with pattern and review using warm colors as well as
watercolor paints

Kindergarten Art
Peak to Peak Charter School
Katy Mathes

My Winter Mittens
Students will demonstrate understanding of what a pattern is, demonstrate
fundamental studio skills of folding and cutting, and practice sewing when
making their own “winter mittens”

Nothing But Flowers
Students will examine the role and purpose of a still life picture for artists
and demonstrate their skill set in drawing, painting, pattern and color
choice

Creating with Clay
Students will be introduced to clay materials, tools, techniques and
processes, perform hands on experiments using hand building techniques,
examine the stages of clay and firing process, and create a finished
sculpture

Goodnight Owl
Students will identify characteristics of owls, be introduced to symmetry,
and apply their knowledge of line, color and painting techniques to create a
picture of an owl

Leo the Lion
Students will demonstrate their studio skills and integrate their knowledge
of line, color and pattern to create “Leo the Lion”
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First Grade Art
Peak to Peak Charter School
Katy Mathes

Up, Up, and Away!
Students will be able to explain how to make something look bigger or
smaller in a picture and will demonstrate their studio skills in drawing and
painting to create a landscape with hot air balloons

Volcano
Students will discuss how art can be used to communicate through a
diagram, create their own artistic volcano diagram, and be able to name
the parts of a volcano

Wild Things
Students will be introduced to clay materials, tools, techniques and
processes, perform hands on experiments using hand building techniques,
examine the stages of clay and firing process, and create a finished
sculpture

Cornucopia
Students will transfer what they know about Thanksgiving to debate the
significance of the cornucopia as a symbol for the holiday, use overlapping
in a drawing to show space, and demonstrate studio skills when creating a
piece of art

Mayan Serpent
Students will evaluate the meaning of a serpent in Mayan culture, relate it
to myths in other cultures, and create a piece of art that communicates the
significance of the Mayan serpent
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Second Grade Art
Peak to Peak Charter School
Katy Mathes

Giraﬀe in the Trees
Students will demonstrate their studio skills in drawing and painting and
experiment with using overlapping to create the illusion of depth in a
composition

Goldfish
Students will assess the application of balance and pattern in Henri
Matisse's work, conclude the importance of them to an artist, and integrate
the principles within their own mixed media collage

Native American Drawing
Students will discuss how diﬀerent cultures use art as a communication
tool, examine symbols to deduce possible meaning, and create artwork
inspired by Native American symbols

Winter Poem Illustration
Students will differentiate between positive and negative space and use problem
solving skills to create a piece of art in which they integrate positive and negative
space to create balance

Connect the Dots
Students will evaluate the use of symbols to communicate meaning in
Australian Aboriginal art, analyze artwork to decipher its message, and
create their own artwork that employs a hidden meaning using symbols
and characteristics of Australian Aboriginal dot paintings

Second Grade Art
Peak to Peak Charter School
Katy Mathes

Clay Lantern or Fairy House
Students will demonstrate studio skills to create a sculpture that employs
the slab building method, use problem solving skills to plan and execute a
ceramic lantern or fairy house, and apply ceramics tools, techniques and
processes in a safe and responsible manner

Drawing from Mini Manikins
Students will assess the role and purpose of drawing manikins for artists
and use observational skills to create human figure drawings that show
movement

Bug on a Leaf
Students will identify the characteristics of an insect, compare and contrast
tempera and watercolor, and experiment to combine tempera and oil
pastel in a work of art

Picasso Self Portrait
Students will examine the work of Pablo Picasso to distinguish the
characteristics of abstract art, identify ways facial expressions
communicate, and create a self-portrait that represents two diﬀerent
moods

Carousel Horse
Students will evaluate the use of symbols to communicate meaning in
Australian Aboriginal art, analyze artwork to decipher its message, and
create their own artwork that employs a hidden meaning using symbols
and characteristics of Australian Aboriginal dot paintings
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Third Grade Art
Peak to Peak Charter School
Katy Mathes

Tropical Birds on a Branch
Students will explore watercolor techniques, evaluate use of space and balance in
a composition, and show studio skills in drawing and painting to produce a picture
of tropical birds in an environment

Wheat Field with Cypresses
Students will evaluate Van Gogh's Wheat Field with Cypresses to conclude ways
artists can create movement when painting and will demonstrate studio skills to
create a landscape painting

Autumn Still Life
Students will be able to describe the characteristics of a still life, hypothesize
reasons artists create still life pictures, and demonstrate observational and studio
skills to create a work of art based on a theme

Negative Space
Students will differentiate between positive and negative space and use problem
solving skills to create a piece of art in which they integrate positive and negative
space to create balance

Perspective Tree
Students will distinguish the meaning of the word perspective, interpret how it
could apply to art, and produce a drawing of a tree that is from a ground
perspective

Perspective Landscape
Students will describe the attributes of natural and linear perspective, examine
previous artworks that incorporated perspective, and construct a landscape
drawing that employs at least one object drawn in one- point perspective

Clay Cupcakes
Students will use problem solving skills to plan and execute a two-piece ceramic
cupcake container, demonstrate studio skills to create a sculpture that employs
pinch and coil methods, and apply ceramics tools, techniques and processes in a
safe and responsiblemanner
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Fourth Grade Art
Peak to Peak Charter School
Medieval Rose Window

Katy Mathes

Students will learn how to use an X-ACTO knife in a safe and responsible
manner and will create a radial design modeled after Medieval rose
windows

Clay Gargoyle
Students will explore the form and function of gargoyles in Medieval
culture, assess the purpose of gargoyles in our culture, and employ
ceramics hand building techniques to construct their own gargoyle
sculpture

Autumn Still Life
Students will be able to describe the characteristics of a still life,
hypothesize reasons artists create still life pictures, and demonstrate
observational and studio skills to create a work of art based on a theme

Patterns in Nature
Students will identify patterns that exist in nature, compose a chalk pastel
piece inspired by a resource picture, and demonstrate responsibility as well
as studio skills when experimenting with chalk pastel techniques

Self Portrait as an Animal
Students will select an animal they think they are most like based on
characteristics that they share, employ problem solving skills to create a
self portrait that is a mix of their own features as well as the animal’s, and
evaluate artwork during a peer critique

Optical Art
Students will predict what optical art is, transfer knowledge from other
disciplines to debate characteristics that cause the illusion, and practice
two diﬀerent optical art techniques, one of which they will integrate into a
final work of art

Monochromatic Painting
Students will characterize a monochromatic color scheme using
appropriate art vocabulary and develop a painting that shows one color
with as many tints and shades as they can produce
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Fifth Grade Art
Peak to Peak Charter School
Creative Clay Containers

Katy Mathes

Students will experiment with slab construction and use problem solving
skills to design and build their own creative container using slab building
techniques and various hand building techniques in their skill set

Aspens in Autumn
Students will compare acrylic paint to other types of paint, integrate
specific responsibilities that come with the new medium, and experiment
with light and shadow when painting a picture of aspens in autumn

Zoom in Bloom
Students will evaluate the work of Georgia O’Keeﬀe to distinguish
diﬀerences between realistic and abstract art and demonstrate their
knowledge of acrylic painting and studio skills when creating close view
paintings of flowers

I and the Village
Students will construct a definition of surrealism by characterizing the work
of Marc Chagall, connect to language arts to deduce what a narrative self
portrait is, and create a surreal narrative self portrait that illustrates their
thoughts, dreams or memories

Block Printing
Students will explore the medium of printmaking, be able to describe the
process of block printing, and plan and execute a block print using
printmaking tools and techniques in a safe and responsible manner

Mixed Up Mona
Students will practice problem solving skills to create a proportionate
drawing using the grid drawing method, identify characteristics of parody
art, create their own parody of the Mona Lisa, and evaluate their work and
the work of others through a peer critique
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